[The significance of detection of Helicobacter pylori in saliva].
To explore noninvasive and effective method to detect Helicobacter pylori (Hp) in saliva. DNAs of saliva and gastric mucosa from 138 and 159 patients of various gastro-duodenal diseases were detected with PCR by use of primers amplifying vacA gene. The products were further processed for SSCP and Southern blot hybridization. The rate of detection of Hp in saliva and gastric mucosa was 71.7% and 100% respectively. vacA(1) and vacA(2), being the two subtypes of vacA, were recognized in Hp. PCR/SSCP analysis showed a 98% identity of the strains of Hp in the saliva and gastric mucosa. Hp could be colonized in saliva and probably transmitted orally. The new method may provide noninvasive approach for detection of Hp and could be used in the investigation of family aggregation of Hp infection.